Biblical Courtship
Courtship is simply the biblical alternative to one of the most destructive practices in western culture – recreational dating. 

Plowing Fertile Ground for Teaching
Before we even begin to discuss courtship, we must be aware, convinced, and determined:

I.
We Must Be Aware of our Present Reality as a People.

Judges 17:6: In those days there was no king in Israel; every man did what was right in his own eyes. (also 21:25).
Hosea 4:6: My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge. Because you have rejected knowledge, I also will reject you from being My priest. Since you have forgotten the law of your God, I also will forget your children.

Isaiah 1:4-6: Alas, sinful nation, People weighed down with iniquity, Offspring of evildoers, Sons who act corruptly! They have abandoned the LORD, They have despised the Holy One of Israel; they have turned away from Him. Where will you be stricken again, as you continue in your rebellion? The whole head is sick and the whole heart is faint. From the sole of the foot even to the head there is nothing sound in it, Only bruises, welts and raw wounds, Not pressed out or bandaged, Nor softened with oil.

II.
We Must be Convinced that the Entirety of our Lives Must Abound to the Glory of God and be Submitted to God’s Revealed Will.

I Corinthians 10:31: Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.

Psalm 29:9: The voice of the LORD makes the deer to calve and strips the forests bare; And in His temple everything says, "Glory!"

II Corinthians 10:5: We are destroying speculations and every lofty thing raised up against the knowledge of God, and we are taking every thought captive to the obedience of Christ,

II Timothy 3:16-17: All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; so that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work.

The Context for Teaching 

In the same way that knowing the will of God in a specific moment springs forth from a life style of renewing the mind in the Word of God (Romans 12:2), courtship springs forth from a lifelong biblical relationship between parent and child.

I.
Parents Must Strive to Know the Scriptures.
Proverbs 29:18: Where there is no vision, the people are unrestrained, but happy is he who keeps the law.

Hosea 4:6: My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge. Because you have rejected knowledge, I also will reject you from being My priest. Since you have forgotten the law of your God, I also will forget your children.

II.
Parents Must Strive to Live as Biblical Examples.

I Corinthians 4:15-17: For if you were to have countless tutors in Christ, yet you would not have many fathers, for in Christ Jesus I became your father through the gospel. Therefore I exhort you, be imitators of me.  For this reason I have sent to you Timothy, who is my beloved and faithful child in the Lord, and he will remind you of my ways which are in Christ, just as I teach everywhere in every church.

I Corinthians 11:1: Be imitators of me, just as I also am of Christ.

I Thessalonians 2:14: For you, brethren, became imitators of the churches of God in Christ Jesus that are in Judea...

Matthew 23:2-3: The scribes and the Pharisees have seated themselves in the chair of Moses; therefore all that they tell you, do and observe, but do not do according to their deeds; for they say things and do not do them. Note: This is a warning to parents to practice what they preach; and a warning to children to not use their parent’s disobedience as an excuse for their own.

III.
Parents Must Strive to Love, Teach, and Govern Biblically. The godliness and Christ-likeness of the family is the most important goal of the godly man!

Genesis 18:19: For I have chosen him, so that he may command his children and his household after him to keep the way of the LORD by doing righteousness and justice, so that the LORD may bring upon Abraham what He has spoken about him.

Deuteronomy 6:5-9: You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. These words, which I am commanding you today, shall be on your heart. You shall teach them diligently to your sons and shall talk of them when you sit in your house and when you walk by the way and when you lie down and when you rise up. You shall bind them as a sign on your hand and they shall be as frontals on your forehead. You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.

Joshua 4:5-7: And Joshua said to them, "Cross again to the ark of the LORD your God into the middle of the Jordan and each of you take up a stone on his shoulder, according to the number of the tribes of the sons of Israel. Let this be a sign among you, so that when your children ask later, saying, 'What do these stones mean to you?' Then you shall say to them, 'Because the waters of the Jordan were cut off before the ark of the covenant of the LORD; when it crossed the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan were cut off.' So these stones shall become a memorial to the sons of Israel forever."

Ephesians 6:4: Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.

I Timothy 3:4: He must be one who manages (to superintend, preside over, to be a protector or guardian) his own household well, keeping his children under control (the act of subjecting, bring into obedience or subjection) with all dignity.

IV.
Children Must be Convinced of their Parent’s Role.

A.
The parent’s role is ordained by God’s and is the “first law” governing man’s relationship to man - Exodus 20:12: "Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be prolonged in the land which the LORD your God gives you.”

B.
A deeper look from Ephesians 6:1-3: 

*
Children, obey your parents - to listen, to harken to; of one who, on hearing a knock at the door, comes to listen who it is; the duty of a porter. 

*
In the Lord – in the context of the Lord’s authority.

*
For this is right - righteous; observing divine law. 

*
Honor your father and mother - to esteem them as valuable.

*
Which is the first commandment with a promise, so that it may be well with you, and that you may live long on the earth – A reference to a blessed life without fear of divine judgment.

C.
Moving Beyond Obedience to Honor: 

I Timothy 3:4: He must be one who manages his own household well, keeping his children under control with all dignity (the child demonstrates reverence, honor, and respect; treats the father with dignity).

Leviticus 19:32: You shall rise up before the gray headed and honor the aged, and you shall revere your God; I am the LORD.

D.
Divine Penalties:

Jude 1:6: And angels who did not keep their own domain (keep or stay within their own position of authority), but abandoned their proper abode, He has kept in eternal bonds under darkness for the judgment of the great day,

Deuteronomy 21:18-21: If any man has a stubborn and rebellious son who will not obey his father or his mother, and when they chastise him, he will not even listen to them, then his father and mother shall seize him, and bring him out to the elders of his city at the gateway of his home town. They shall say to the elders of his city, 'This son of ours is stubborn and rebellious, he will not obey us, he is a glutton and a drunkard.' Then all the men of his city shall stone him to death; so you shall remove the evil from your midst, and all Israel will hear of it and fear.

The Heresy of Recreational Dating
The practice of recreational dating is so far removed from Scripture that it is not even addressed. It is a recent phenomenon that is not only, not found in Scripture, but is hardly found in the annals of human history. It is simply the product of a godless and lawless culture that is motivated by ignorance and the flesh rather than the Scriptures or the Spirit of God. Why do people “date” without any intention of matrimony?

I.
To satisfy the lust of the flesh – immorality or entertainment.

II.
To satisfy heartfelt passions (that may be biblical) without the sacrificial demands of commitment.

III.
A consumer mentality. To test drive several models before making a purchase.

IV.
Ignorance that there is an alternative.
The Time for Courtship
The timing of courtship is often overlooked. When should a young man or woman begin to enter into a courtship relationship?

I.
The Awakening: When young people are awakened to the opposite sex it is not a sign to participate, but a sign to begin preparation. It is the parent’s duty to protect a child so that this awakening does not occur prematurely.

II.
The Lie of Adolescence: Adolescence is usually defined as that stage between childhood and adulthood when a young person is discovering his or her identity and asserting his or her independence. It is the invention of evolutionary thought and is the greatest obstacle to a child’s growth to adulthood.

A. The Result of Adolescence: A youth passes to adolescence where he or she is allowed to participate in the privileges of adulthood without being required to assume the responsibilities of adulthood. 

B. The Danger of Adolescence:

1. The immature youth is allowed to participate in activities that require adult maturity in order to avoid serious harm.

2. There is little or no motivation for the youth to mature to adulthood.

III.
The “when” of Courtship: The Biblical principle is simple and challenging. One may pursue a relationship with the opposite sex only after one has embraced adulthood and its responsibilities. 

A.
Genesis 2:24: For this reason a man shall leave his father and his mother, and be joined to his wife; and they shall become one flesh. 

B.
A young man may pursue a relationship with a young woman only when he is willing and able to separate from father and mother and stand independently – spiritually (walk with God), morally (a developed character), and materially (able to provide for self and family).

Principles of Courtship
In the following are listed several sound principles that are often practiced in courtship. 

I.
The relationship is initiated by the young man. Genesis 2:24: For this reason a man shall leave his father and his mother. In the Scriptures, the women who pursue men are considered immoral (Proverbs 7).

II.
The young man should prayerfully evaluate his own motives as to why he is attracted to a certain young lady. Lamentations 3:40: Let us examine and probe our ways, and let us return to the LORD. Some appropriate questions:

A.
Am I attracted to biblical beauty or sensuality? 

1.
Sensuality proceeds from a wicked heart: Mark 7:21-23: For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed the evil thoughts, fornications, thefts, murders, adulteries, deeds of coveting and wickedness, as well as deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, pride and foolishness. 

2.
Sensuality is a deed of the flesh: Galatians 5:19: Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: immorality, impurity, sensuality,

B.
Am I attracted to virtue or personality? Proverbs 31:10: Who can find a virtuous woman? For her price is far above rubies.

III.
The young man should seek out godly counsel from the biblical authorities over him 

A.
Father - Proverbs 4:1: Hear O sons, the instruction of a father, and give attention that you may gain understanding. 

B.
Elders - I Peter 5:5: You younger men, likewise, be subject to your elders; and all of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, for GOD IS OPPOSED TO THE PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE TO THE HUMBLE.

C.
Other godly Christians - Proverbs 11:14: Where there is no guidance the people fall, but in abundance of counselors there is victory. (See also Proverbs 15:22; 24:6). 

IV.
The young man should seek permission from the authorities in the young woman’s life. He should seek to honor her father and mother (Ephesians 6:1-2).

A.
The young woman’s father has the right to deny permission immediately (Exodus 22:16-17; Numbers 30:3-5;).

B.
If the father approves of the young man he should not communicate his approval to him until he has his daughter’s approval. 

C.
The father should counsel his daughter to pray for an allotted time and then make her decision. In this time, she may seek counsel from God ordained counselors.
D.
If the daughter does not desire to begin courtship with the young man then her father should deny permission to the young man. It is the father’s obligation to protect his daughter by assuming the responsibility for the denial.

E.
If the daughter does desire the courtship with the young man then her father should communicate the approval to the young man.

V.
The Parents of both parties then covenant together for the following:

A.
To build a relationship.
B.
To be united in purpose.
C.
To pray together.

D.
To build parameters of protection.
E.
To provide accountability.
Warnings Against Sexual Immorality
The most dangerous aspect of any relationship between two people of the opposite sex is sexual immorality.

I.
It is impossible to be alone with someone of the opposite sex for any extended period of time without falling into some form of sexual immorality.

II.
The fierce nature of sexual immorality is portrayed throughout the Scriptures. We are told to wrestle with the devil (Ephesians 6:12-13), to resist him, and he will flee from us (James 4:7). But in the matter of youthful lust we are commanded to flee (II Timothy 2:22).

III.
The only way to avoid sexual immorality is to avoid being alone in “secret places” – un-chaperoned places where any form of unbiblical behavior can occur.

